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This course explores philosophical questions that arise about gender and
sexuality. What is sexism? What is oppression? What is the relationship
between sexism and other forms of oppression? What is the correct
response to sexism and oppression? How many sexes are there? How
many genders? What is sexual orientation? What is sexual perversion?
What are sexual ethics, including questions about the value and status of
monogamy, polyamory, promiscuity, and adultery? What is the moral
status of practices such as sex work and pornography?
 
This course fulfills a single unit in each of the following BU Hub areas:
Philosophical Inquiry and Life's Meanings, The Individual in Community,
Critical Thinking.

(except Week 1 due to holiday: Tuesday / Thursday / Friday 1:00pm-3:30pm)



R E QUI R E D  TE X T S
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Course Learning Outcomes

1. Upon completion of this course, students should be able to identify core principles and discussions within
the field of the philosophy of gender and sexuality.
 
2. Through assignments, assessments, and participation, students will have the opportunity to demonstrate
their knowledge of discipline-specific issues and terminology.
 
3. Students completing the course should be able to distinguish between and assess the strengths and
weaknesses of different kinds of arguments (which involves identifying and summarizing argumentative
passages and evaluating the reasoning contained within those passages).
 
4. Students completing the course will have had practice effectively communicating their understanding of
the relevant material both in writing and orally.

NONE.
 

All readings will be provided
via Blackboard by the
instructor as needed.

BU Hub Capacities
(https://www.bu.edu/academics/hub/learning-outcomes/)

Philosophical Interpretation and Life's Meanings
Philosophical inquiry asks such questions as: What can I know? What should I do? What may I hope for? By
learning how to pose such questions critically, all BU students will learn how to investigate and think for
themselves about their place in nature and history, as well as their responsibilities to one another, to
themselves, and to the Earth. Philosophical inquiry complements other interpretations of life’s meanings,
including those found in diverse religious, historical, cultural, and scientific traditions
 
The Individual in Community
The ability to accept individual responsibility toward multiple communities, and to work as engaged members
of diverse communities, is essential to all aspects of life in the 21st century. Over a lifetime, people move in and
out of multiple communities that range from the family, to neighborhoods and cities, to professional and other
organizations (which might be international), to larger units such as the nation. They may be defined by, among
other things, race, class, ethnicity, nationality, gender, personal relationships, time, location, interests, and
beliefs.
 
Critical Thinking
The ability to think critically is the fundamental characteristic of an educated person. Critical thinking is
required for just, civil society and governance, prized by employers, and essential for the growth of wisdom.
Critical thinking is what most people name first when asked about the essential components of a college
education. From identifying and questioning assumptions, to weighing evidence before accepting an opinion or
drawing a conclusion—all BU students will actively learn the habits of mind that characterize critical thinking,
develop the self-discipline it requires, and practice it often, in varied contexts, across their education.



Zoom Etiquette

Here are some of the things that you can
do during class sessions.

DO Eat Lunch or Snacks

Here are some of the things that you shouldn't do during
class sessions (or any time you engage with others in the

course).

Students are responsible for adhering to the CAS Academic Conduct Code:
https://www.bu.edu/academics/policies/academic-conduct-code/ 

 
Be especially attentive to the requirements regarding plagiarism. Please note that
copying, restating, or paraphrasing the views of others (including online sources)

without citing them counts as plagiarism. Ignorance of this policy is not an acceptable
excuse; if you have any questions about what counts as plagiarism, please contact me. 

 

DO Dress in Comfy / Casual
Clothes

DON'T Leave Your Webcam
Off

DON'T Disrespect Others

Keeping your webcam on helps
us all put a face to the name,

and makes the class more
relaxed and enjoyable for

everyone. This is not a strong
requirement and you may turn

your camera off at your
convenience, but please do

make the attempt to keep it on
at least some of the time if you

feel comfortable doing so.

Disrespectful speech includes
interrupting your classmates,
talking over your classmates,

using slurs or hostile
language, failing to abide by
your classmates' preferred

names or pronouns, etc., and
will absolutely not be

tolerated.

Other Important Information

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit a letter from
Disability Services: http://www.bu.edu/disability/index.html. Please do this as early in

the semester as possible. 
 

Barring the most extreme circumstances, assignments more than two hours late will
not be accepted or graded. Because this is an accelerated course and grading

turnaround time will be quite short, extensions are not possible except under such
circumstances and at the complete discretion of the professor. Please get in touch with

me as soon as possible if you anticipate having trouble meeting a deadline.

D O s D ONTs

AC ADE M IC  C ON DUC T

AC C OMODATIONS

L ATE  S UBM IS SIONS
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Course Components

REFLECTIONS
(40%)

On each Saturday throughout the course, students will be asked to
submit a weekly "reflection" on that week's reading, answering all

of the questions posed in the assignment instructions, before
11:59pm EST. Reflections should be submitted as .doc or .pdf files

via Blackboard.
The lowest of the five reflection grades will be dropped.

QUIZZES
(25%)

FINAL PAPERS
(25%)

PARTICIPATION
(10%)

On each Saturday throughout the course, students will be asked
to submit an open book, open note quiz before 11:59pm EST. The

quiz will consist of ten multiple choice questions on the week's
material. Please note that the time limit for each quiz is 30

minutes and only one attempt is allowed per quiz.
The lowest of the five quiz grades will be dropped.

By 11:59pm on August 12, students will be asked to submit their
final paper as a .doc or .pdf file via Blackboard. The final paper

should make meaningful use of the course material and at least
TWO additional scholarly sources. Paper topics are student
choice, but must be cleared with the instructor no later than

11:59pm on August 5.

Participation is an important part of this (or any!) course. Your
participation grade will depend on two factors:

 
Your having submitted at least ONE discussion question each

week via the relevant Blackboard Wiki (for a total of 6
discussion questions throughout the course) (5%)

Your contributing verbally or in the Zoom chat during live class
sessions; contributions should be thoughtful and demonstrate

adequate preparation (5%)
 

Please note that while attendance is not strictly required, it is
important to bear in mind that if you're not in attendance, you

can't possibly make in-class contributions, which will impact
the second half of your Participation grade.

Course Grading

40%

25%

25%

10%

Reflections (40%)

Quizzes (25%)

Final Paper (25%)

Participation (10%)

Please view the Course Handbook for further info on grading.
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Course
Schedule

Gender and Sexuality
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Tuesday | July 6 READ:
Course Syllabus

 

Thursday | July 8

Friday | July 9

WEEK 1

READ:
Susan Stryker's "An Introduction to
Transgender Terms and Concepts" (pp. 7-23)
Suzanne Kessler's "The Medical Construction
of Gender: Case Management of Intersex
Infants"
Anna North's article on Caster Semenya

 Christine Overall's "Sex/Gender Transitions
and Life-Changing Aspirations"

 

SUBMIT:
Getting-to-Know-
You Questionnaire

 

SUBMIT:
Discussion Question
on July 8 Material

 

SUBMIT:
Discussion Question
on July 9 Material

 

Oppression and SexismWEEK 2

Monday | July 12 READ:
Marilyn Frye's "Oppression"
Sandra Bartky's "On Psychological
Oppression" (pp. 22-27)

Tuesday | July 13

Thursday | July 15

READ:
Marilyn Frye's "Sexism" (pp. 17-40)

READ:
Sandra Bartky's "Foucault, Femininity, and
the Modernization of Patriarchal Power" (pp.
63-82)
Judith Lorber's "The Social Construction of
Gender"

By the start of class...

READ:
Greta Christina's "Are We Having Sex Now or
What?" (pp. 25-30)
Robin Dembroff's "What is Sexual
Orientation?"

By the start of class...

Saturday | July 10 SUBMIT:
Reflection #1
Quiz #1

 

By 11:59pm EST...

Saturday | July 17 SUBMIT:
Reflection #2
Quiz #2

 

By 11:59pm EST...

SUBMIT:
Discussion Question
on July 12 Material

 

SUBMIT:
Discussion Question
on July 15 Material

 

SUBMIT:
Discussion Question
on July 13 Material

 

CH
O

O
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N
E
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O

O
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N
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Course
Schedule
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[continued]

Race and FeminismWEEK 3

Monday | July 19 READ:
Audre Lorde's "Age, Race, Class, and Sex:
Women Redefining Difference" (excerpt from
Sister Outsider)
Patricia Hill Collins' "Mammies, Matriarchs,
and Other Controlling Images"

Tuesday | July 20

Thursday | July 22

READ:
bell hooks' "Black Women: Shaping Feminist
Theory"
Uma Narayan, "Essence of Culture and a
Sense of History: A Feminist Critique of
Cultural Essentialism"

READ:
No pre-class reading; in-class film viewing
[Black Feminist (2019)]

Identity and OrientationWEEK 4

Monday | July 26 READ:
Richard Mohr's "The Outing Controversy:
Privacy and Dignity in Gay Ethics"
Raja Halwani's "Outing and Virtue Ethics"

Tuesday | July 27

Thursday | July 29

READ:
Alice MacLachlan's  "Closet Doors and Stage
Lights: On the Goods of Out"
Alice MacLachlan and Susanne Sreedhar's
"Complicating 'Out': The Case of Queer
Femmes"

READ:
Guest Lecture on the Obligation to Come Out:
Dr. Kurt Blankschaen / No Preliminary Reading

By the start of class...

By the start of class...

Saturday | July 24 SUBMIT:
Reflection #3
Quiz #3

 

By 11:59pm EST...

Saturday | July 31 SUBMIT:
Reflection #4
Quiz #4

 

By 11:59pm EST...

SUBMIT:
Discussion Question
on July 19 Material

 

SUBMIT:
Discussion Question
on July 20 Material

 

CH
O

O
SE O

N
E

SUBMIT:
Discussion Question
on July 26 Material

 

SUBMIT:
Discussion Question
on July 27 Material
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O

O
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N
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Course
Schedule
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[continued]

Sexual Morality IWEEK 5

Monday | August 2 READ:
Elisabeth Anscombe's "Contraception and
Chastity"
Thomas Mappes' "Sexual Morality and the
Concept of Using Another Person"

Tuesday | August 3

Thursday | August 5

READ:
Robin West's "The Harms of Consensual Sex"
Martha Nussbaum's "'Whether from Reason
or Prejudice': Taking Money for Bodily
Services"
Lori Watson's "Why Sex Work Isn't Work"

READ:
No pre-class reading; in-class film viewing
[The Price of Pleasure (2008)]

Sexual Morality IIWEEK 6

Monday | August 9 READ:
Joan Mason-Grant's "Pornography as
Embodied Practice"
Sallie Tisdale's "Talk Dirty to Me"

Tuesday | August 10

Thursday | August 12

READ:
Claudia Card's "Against Marriage and
Motherhood" (pp. 7-11, 14-15)
Kate Parsons' "Subverting the Fellowship of
the Wedding Ring" (pp. 393-407)

 

READ:
Carrie Ichikawa Jenkins' "How a Hackneyed
Romantic Ideal is Used to Stigmatise
Polyamory"
Jillian Deri's "Polyamory or Polyagony?
Jealousy in Open Relationships"

By the start of class...

By the start of class...

Saturday | August 7 SUBMIT:
Reflection #5
Quiz #5

 

By 11:59pm EST...

SUBMIT:
Final Paper

 

By 11:59pm EST...

SUBMIT:
Discussion Question
on Aug 2 Material

 

SUBMIT:
Discussion Question
on Aug 3 Material
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SUBMIT:
Discussion Question
on Aug 9 Material

 

SUBMIT:
Discussion Question
on Aug 12 Material

SUBMIT:
Discussion Question
on Aug 10 Material
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